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French Medical Professionals Admit
Helping Patients Die, Endorse Euthanasia

A manifesto signed by 2134 French doctors and
nurses entitled “We the Carers are Aware...” has
been published in French newspapers. It is an admis-
sion of having ended life and states support for
decriminalization of euthanasia. It states in part:

“Because, without any doubt, the illness defied our
therapies, because, in spite of the treatment adminis-
tered, the physical and psychological suffering made
the life of the patient unbearable, because the patient
wanted it all to end, we, the carers, have in full
consciousness helped patients to die with dignity.”

The manifesto points out the inadequacies of the
present law: “...the recent examinations of doctors
and nurses who helped their patients to die have
proved that the law remains as repressive and unjust
as ever, being out of step with medical reality.” They
demand “...the immediate cessation of cases brought
against carers...” and “...an urgent revision of the
law™ based on “...the reforms already achieved in
Switzerland, Belgium and the Netherlands.”

The publication of this manifesto came
days before the trials of Dr. Laurence
Tramois and nurse Chantal Chanel,
charged with administering a fatal dose of
potassium to a woman suffering from
terminal pancreatic cancer. It follows a
court ruling in Italy that cleared Dr. Mario
Riccio for removing the respirator of
Piergorgio Welby, a muscular dystrophy
patient, who had described his life as
torture. The manifesto called for charges to
be dropped and urged a new law allowing
active euthanasia.

Dr. Tramois was later convicted in the
death of Paulette Drualis but given a one-
year suspended prison sentence. Nurse
Chanel was acquitted. Druais's husband
and son testified that they were grateful to
Tramois and Chanel for their actions and
insisted that Druais had asked to end her
life.

(Newsletter, RtD Europe, and EuthaNEWSia)

- Study Finds Assisted Death
Relatively Widespread in Europe

A study conducted by the National Institute for Demographic Studies concluded that between a
quarter and a half of deaths in Europe followed a medical intervention which could have short-
ened life. Data were collected in Belgium, Denmark, Italy, Sweden and Switzerland in 2001-2 on
deaths of the very old. The deaths occurred due to the administration of pain-relieving treatments
which can curtail life. Medical decisions with the specific intention of hastening death, such as
stopping treatment or administration of lethal substances, affected only 2% of deaths in Italy but
21% of deaths in Switzerland, where such a practice is legal. In most cases patients and their
families were involved in the decision-making — 68% in Italy and 95% in the Netherlands.

www.worldrtd.net
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French nurse Chantal Chanel arrives at
court in Perigueux, southern-western
France, before the start of her trial for
euthanasia. REUTERS/Regis Duvignau

Praise and Damnation
for Final Exit

Derek Humphry’s classic, the 'how-to'
book received both a pat on the back and a
slap in the face.
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In April the editors ,5;«
and book critics of .;.-g
USA Today, selected  Fd

Final Exit as one of
the 25 most memo-
rable books of the
last quarter century.
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The “how-to” paperback has been a consis-
tent best seller since 1991 and has been
translated into 12 languages (though only
Spanish and Italian are now in print).

In contrast, Google Adwords, the search
engine giant's advertising unit, rejected
Final Exit advertising, giving their reason
that it concerned “violence™. Two appeals to
higher management failed.
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Living Wills Honored

Itis legal in the UK for an incapacitated patient to be denied artifi-
cial nutrition and hydration -- now considered to be medical
treatment in law - if doctors consider death to be in their best
interest.

Living wills are to gain full legal status in October under the
Government's controversial Mental Capacity Act, which critics
say amounts to 'back door euthanasia'. Doctors who refuse to obey
them will then leave themselves open to criminal prosecution.

Dr. Michael Irwin

In the past 18 months Dr. Michael Irwin, past president of the World
Federation, has taken three terminally ill individuals to Zurich for
assisted suicide in the apartment owned by Dignitas. Here he is at
London’s Gatwick Airport in November 2006 with Dave Richards,
who had advanced Huntington's Disease. The photograph, provided
by Dr. Irwin, shows Mr. Richards giving a poignant farewell wave.
It appeared exclusively in the (London) Sunday Times.

Since then Dr. Irwin was seriously injured in an auto accident and is
recuperating at home with the assistance of physical therapy and
ministrations from his wife Angela. Members of FATE (Friends At
The End) are being trained by Dr. Irwin to take over his job of
escorting patients to the facility in Zurich,

Not one to allow moss to gather, Dr. Irwin has this to say about his
newest enterprise, the Secular Medical Forum:

“Since last December, with several medical friends, I have been
slowly developing the Secular Medical Forum: our main objective
is to oppose religious influences in Medicine which affect the
manner in which medical practice is performed in the UK.

Thus, we will campaign for a secular approach to current major
health issues in the UK, ranging from physician-assisted suicide to
stem-cell research, from the funding of hospital chaplains to
religious circumcision, and from abortion to HIV/AIDS.

One of the main purposes of the Forum will be to challenge the
Christian Medical Fellowship (which, established in 1949 in the
UK, has a membership of 4,500) which successfully led the anti-
choice organizations, at the British Medical Association annual
conference last year, in overturning the previous BMA neutral
position on physician-assisted suicide that had been adopted in
2005.

Last week, we launched our website:
www.secularmedicalforum.org.uk.  There, you will find our policy
statement on physician-assisted suicide (which was prepared with
the help of several medical colleagues from the "old" VES)

Europe Succeeds in Having Living
Wills on National Databases

Spain and the United Kingdom join Belgium in countries that
have agreed to hold records of Living Wills from their citizens.
They will set up systems over the next few years which will make
these documents available on line. The German Right to Die
Society (DGHS) holds members™ records centrally and makes
them available at all times on line. The Final Exit Network in the
U.S. does the same for its members through the U.S. Living Will
Registry.

(Newsletter, RtD Europe)

Naturally, my strong personal interest still remains the legislation of
physician-assisted suicide in the UK. However, I believe it is most useful,
through this Forum, to build up a coalition of physicians and nurses in the
UK who are active in various "liberal" groups, supporting their specific
campaigns, knowing that they are also likely to support mine. So far, the
Forum has about 140 members: we have a target of 1000 by 2010.”
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